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Introduction 
GEORGE S. BONN 
THISISSUE oFLibrary Trends has two antecedents, one 
broader and one narrower in scope: the 1960 Allerton Park Institute 
on Collecting Science Literature for General Reading, sponsored by 
the University of Illinois Graduate School of Library Science, and the 
1963 Institute on Evaluation of Science Materials for Secondary 
Schools, sponsored jointly by the Rutgers University Graduate School 
of Library Service and the American Museum of Natural History. 
Over the years there have been other conferences and numerous 
articles dealing with science materials for laypersons at various levels. 
But this is the first time, to my knowledge, that such a distinguished 
group of authors, librarians, editors, reviewers, and teachers have been 
brought together between two covers to identify the distinguishing 
characteristics of good science materials, broadly speaking, for 
children and young people, and to discuss the responsibilities each has 
to insure the quality of the materials that reach their intended users. 
The purpose of the issue, simply stated, is to encourage school and 
public libraries to build adequate science collections to meet the 
interests and needs of their younger, as well as their older, clientele, 
and to assist librarians, teachers, and parents in selecting and 
evaluating science materials for children and young people of all ages. 
“Science” here means pure and applied physical and biological sciences 
including mathematics, agriculture, medicine, and technology. 
“Materials” means books, periodicals, pamphlets, and other  
publications as well as films, slides, recordings, and other audiovisuals. 
Children and young people are assumed to range in grade level from 
kindergarten through senior high school, but the materials produced 
ostensibly for certain grade levels may, of course, be equally useful long 
before or long afterward. As a matter of fact, many adults often find 
science publications for younger readers easier to understand (less 
jargon), easier to absorb (less complicated), easier to enjoy (more 
George S. Bonn is Professor, University of Illinois Graduate School of Library Science, 
Urbana-C hampaign. 
APRIL, 1974 [4151 
G E O R G E  S .  B O N N  
illustrations), easier to read (larger type), and all-in-all more satisfying 
(enough is enough!) than regular adult fare. 
An adequate science collection is taken to mean whatever is needed 
to meet the interests and needs of a library’s clientele of children and 
young people. In the previous editions of the AAAS Science Book Lists 
(1963 and 1964), Hilary Deason suggested that the science-technology 
holdings in a modern secondary school library should be at least 20 
percent of the total book collection,l and that in an elementary school 
library this proportion should be not less than 25 percent.* However, 
the current editions of these Book Lists (1970 and 1972) are not so 
specific. 
Now about this issue of Librarj Trends. 
The first two articles are by well-known authors in the field, one 
discussing what he feels young readers are justified in expecting from 
their science books and the other describing many of the problems 
authors must face when setting out to write a science book for children. 
These are followed by a broadranging interview in which a public 
school coordinator of instructional materials asks searching questions 
of two prominentjunior-science book editors, both of whom happen to 
be members of the Children’s Book Council and on its joint committee 
with the National Science Teachers Association (of which the first 
author in this issue is chairman). 
The  next two papers are by the editors of the two important 
reviewing journals in the field, Appraisal and AAAS Science Books,  each 
covering the development, the philosophy, and the policy of her 
particular journal. These are followed by reports from two librarians, 
one a coordinator of library services in an elementary school district, 
and the other a former young adult public librarian, talking about the 
responsibilities each has in evaluating and selecting science materials 
for her level of library users. Then  we have a straightforward 
presentation from a science teacher who also can speak with authority 
as a science fiction writer and as a science book columnist for The Horn 
Book Magazine. 
It may, but I hope it does not, come as a surprise to some people that 
a good bit of science writing can qualify as “literature,” and the next 
paper demonstrates quite clearly and authoritatively that this is SO. The 
last four articles, by specialists in the three areas, present outstanding 
representative current titles of science periodicals, of science reference 
works, and of science audiovisual material for readers, viewers, and 
hearers of all school grade levels. 
It has long been considered a truism that any published list of titles, 
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especially of science titles, is out of date from the moment it is first 
conceived. Nevertheless, I feel that the benefits outweigh the possible 
mischief that such lists (as are included in this issue) could cause. Alert 
readers will become aware of important authors, publishers, and types of 
works as well as of significant titles that may have been overlooked 
previously. The better (and often the more specialized) titles will stay in 
print for some time or will be regularly revised and updated; the others 
will not, but alert readers will know this soon enough to choose 
accordingly. Alert readers also will know that no published list is ever 
prescriptive for a particular library or collection; each list is at best only 
suggestive as to what is available and likely to be useful in average 
situations. 
In any case, alert readers of this issue ofLibrary Trends will be able to 
recognize reputable authors, publishers, and producers of science 
materials for children and young people, will know what to look for in 
reviews of these materials, and will be aware of the distinguishing 
characteristics of good science materials that should be present in the 
titles they select for their libraries or for their own use. 
The contributing authors, librarians, editors, reviewers, and 
teachers, each writing from his or her own experience, and often 
confirming but always supplementing and reinforcing each other’s 
views, have together produced aLibrary Trends issue that can be useful 
for some time to come. After all, science materials for children and 
young people will be around as long as there are children and young 
people. 
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